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WE HAVE MANY MANY LESSONS TO UNLEARN

How shall we search the Scriptures? Shall we drive our stakes of
doctrine one after another, and then try to make all Scripture meet

our established opinions? or shall we take our ideas and views to the
Scriptures, and measure our theories on every side by the Scriptures of truth?
Many who read and even teach the Bible, do not comprehend the precious
truth they are teaching or studying.

Men entertain errors, when the truth is clearly marked out; and if they
would but bring their doctrines to the word of God, and not read the word of
God in the light of their doctrines, to prove their ideas right, they would not
walk in darkness and blindness, or cherish error. Many give the words of
Scripture a meaning that suits their own opinions, and they mislead themselves
and deceive others by their misinterpretations of God’s word.

As we take up the study of God’s word, we should do so with humble
hearts. All selfishness, all love of originality, should be laid aside. Long-
cherished opinions must not be regarded as infallible. It was the unwillingness
of the Jews to give up their long-established traditions that proved their
ruin. They were determined not to see any flaw in their own opinions or in
their expositions of the Scriptures; but however long men may have
entertained certain views, if they are not clearly sustained by the written
word, they should be discarded. Those who sincerely desire truth will not be
reluctant to lay open their positions for investigation and criticism, and will
not be annoyed if their opinions and ideas are crossed. This was the spirit
cherished among us forty years ago. . . .

We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God
and heaven alone are infallible. Those who think that they will never have to
give up a cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be
disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and opinions with
determined persistency, we cannot have the unity for which Christ prayed.
Counsels to Writers and Editors, 36–37.
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"God cannot display the knowledge of His will and
the wonders of His grace among the unbelieving world
unless He has witnesses scattered all over the earth. It
is His plan that those who are partakers of this great
salvation through Jesus Christ should be His missionar-
ies, bodies of light throughout the world, to be as signs to
the people, living epistles, known and read of all men,
their faith and works testifying to the near approach of
the coming Saviour and showing that they have not re-
ceived the grace of God in vain. The people must be
warned to prepare for the coming judgment. To those who
have been listening only to fables, God will give an op-
portunity to hear the sure word of prophecy, whereunto
they do well that they take heed as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place. He will present the sure word of
truth to the understanding of all who will take heed; all
may contrast truth with the fables presented to them by
men who claim to understand the word of God and to be
qualified to instruct those in darkness." Testimonies, vol-
ume 2, 631-632.

“The work of the Holy Spirit is to convince the world
of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. The world can
only be warned by seeing those who believe the truth
sanctified through the truth, acting upon high and holy
principles, showing in a high, elevated sense, the line of
demarcation between those who keep the command-
ments of God, and those who trample them under their
feet. The sanctification of the Spirit signalizes the differ-
ence between those who have the seal of God, and those
who keep a spurious rest-day. When the test comes, it
will be clearly shown what the mark of the beast is. It is
the keeping of Sunday. Those who after having heard the
truth, continue to regard this day as holy, bear the signa-
ture of the man of sin, who thought to change times and
laws.” Bible Training School, December 1, 1903.
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Mission Statement
The ministry of Future for America is to

proclaim the final warning message of
Revelation 14 as identified within the
prophecies of the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy.  The end-time fulfillment of Bible
prophecy is no longer future-for it is taking
place before our eyes. The historic, prophetic
understanding of Seventh-day Adventism is
now present truth. We are the final generation.
Our emphasis on the prophetic word includes
all the counsel of God's Word.  To know what
lies ahead is useless if we do not possess the
experience to stand during these solemn times.
Through obedience to God's law, and faith in
the promises of God's Word, we are to receive
that experience.

Coupled with the prophetic message,
Future for America emphasizes all aspects of
the medical missionary work.  The "entering
wedge"-medical missionary work-must be
practiced by those who are to finish God's
work in these final hours.

During this time period, country living
becomes more essential with each passing
moment.  Future for America upholds and
promotes this end-time truth. God's people
must prepare for the coming storm, and that
preparation includes the experience of learning
how to survive in a simple fashion, away from
the great centers of population.

Future for America intends to print and
distribute truth-filled literature, while helping
to establish lay-printing operations in parts of
the Lord's vineyard where faithful brethren do
not have the means to raise up a printing
operation with their own resources.
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In our last two newsletters we have been responding to reader’s questions in order to address issues
connected to our current audio series covering chapters ten through twelve in the book of Daniel. In

the history of Adventism there are items that have an impact on our understanding of these chapters. One of
those items is the disagreement between James White and Uriah Smith about who is the “king of the north”
in verse thirty-six and onward in chapter eleven. Those who support Smith’s view, point to a time when, they
say, Ellen White rebuked her husband for opposing Smith’s new position identifying the “king of the north”
as Turkey. They fail to specify that she didn’t rebuke James for an erroneous position, but for contributing to
public “contention and variance.”

“My husband had some ideas on some points differing from the views taken by his brethren. I
was shown that however true his views were, God did not call for him to put them in front before
his brethren and create differences of ideas. While he might hold these views subordinate himself,
once [they are] made public, minds would seize [upon them], and just because others believe
differently would make these differences the whole burden of the message, and get up contention
and variance.

“There are the main pillars of our faith, subjects which are of vital interest, the Sabbath, the
keeping of the commandments of God. Speculative ideas should not be agitated; for there are
peculiar minds that love to get some point that others do not accept, and argue and attract everything
to that one point, urging that point, magnifying that point, when it is really a matter which is not of
vital importance, and will be understood differently. Twice I have been shown that everything of a
character to cause our brethren to be diverted from the very points now essential for this time,
should be kept in the background.

“Christ did not reveal many things that were truth, because it would create a difference of
opinion and get up disputations, but young men who have not passed through this experience we
have had, would as soon have a brush as not. Nothing would suit them better than a sharp discussion.”
Councils to Writers and Editors, 77.

There is no endorsement for Smith’s new idea in this testimony. The testimony is directed at the need for
unity among the leadership. In fact, her main concern was that “young men” [Uriah Smith was the younger in
relationship to James White.], “would as soon have a brush as not”. It is totally out of context to use the
historical disagreement and the previous testimony as evidence of Inspired support for Smith’s new idea
about the “king of the north”.

The following is James White’s presentation on the subject of the “king of the north”, that brought forth
the testimony.

The Power Which is to ‘Come to His End and None Help Him,’ is Rome
“Where are we? When mariners meet upon the seas, the inquiry is exchanged, ‘Where are we?’

Answers are given as to their latitude and longitude according to their reckoning; and if, after
comparing, there is an agreement, confidence is enjoyed by both parties. So with Christian voyagers
to the haven of eternal repose. Lines of prophecy containing waymarks, are illustrated by rivers of
water, hence the expression that “they show us where we are on the stream of time.”

“We have a very remarkable illustration of this fact in the following from the twelfth chapter of
the book of Daniel:



4   July 2002    Future News

“‘Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of
the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man clothed in linen,
which was upon the waters of the river. How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I
heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right
hand and his left hand unto heaven and swear by Him that liveth forever that it shall be for a time,
times, and a half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all
these thing shall be finished.’ Verses 5–7. In briefly commenting upon these verses we noticed the
leading points as follows:

“1. The words, ‘then I Daniel looked’ show that the line of prophecy, commencing with Persia,
passing Grecia and Rome of the eleventh chapter, and reaching to the standing up of Michael, or the
coming and kingdom of Christ, the time of trouble, and the resurrection of the dead, had ended, and
that a new scene had opened before the prophet of God.

“2. In this new scene three persons appear holding different positions, ‘One on this side of the
bank of the river and the other on that side of the bank of the river,’ while a third, clothed in linen, is
upon (above, margin), the waters of the river.

“3. The man clothed in linen above the river is the Son of God; one of the two persons beside the
river is the angel Gabriel, while there is no means of knowing who the other is. As proof that two of
them are Christ and Gabriel we cite the words of the angel to the prophet in chapter 10:21: ‘There is
none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.’ Michael is the archangel. Jude,
verse 9. The archangel is the Lord himself, who descends from Heaven with the trump of God to
awaken the righteous dead. 1 Thessalonians 4:16. Jesus Christ and the angel Gabriel are the persons
who act in giving these lines of prophecy to Daniel. A third person appears, but says and does
nothing. That the words of Gabriel, ‘There is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael
your prince,’ may be true, silence is necessary on the part of the third party. The two persons called
‘saints’ in chapter 8:13–14, are the Son of God and the angel of Gabriel. And it is the blessed Christ
of the New Testament whose voice is heard from between the banks of the river Ulai giving the
imperative order for the benefit of Daniel: ‘Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.’ Verse
10.

“4. Jesus Christ not only gave the prophetic symbols of the several chains of prophecy in the
book of Daniel, and also the prophetic numbers two of which reach to the period when he enters the
most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary and stands before the mercy seat and the ark of God
containing the ten commandments but with both hands raised to Heaven be answers with an oath the
question of time. ‘How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?’

“5. A flowing river is a most appropriate figure of the lapse of time. Who ever knew a river to
become weary and stop to rest? It takes its unwearied course day and night, onward and still onward
to its ocean destiny. So time, made up of seconds, minutes, hours, months, and years, is ever passing
to the great ocean of eternity. And the man clothed in linen, above the waters of the river, illustrates
the position of the Son of God relative to prophetic time, that he is the author of the periods in the
book of Daniel. It is true that Christ did say in answer to the inquiry of his disciples, ‘What shall be
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?’ Matthew 24:3, that ‘of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of Heaven, but my Father only.’ Verse 36.

“But he also says in the next verse, ‘As in the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.’ The time of the flood was given to the patriarch in years. Genesis 6:3. This brought
that family of eight to the time of waiting for further orders relative to entering the ark, the breaking
up of the fountains of the great deep, and the opening of the windows of heaven of the rain to
descend upon the earth forty days and forty nights. In this waiting, watching position, Noah hears
the voice of God saying to him, ‘Come thou and all thy house into the ark:’ ‘for yet seven days, and
I will cause it to rain upon the earth.’ Genesis 7:1, 4.
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“The prophetic periods brought us to the especial waiting, watching, praying time, where they
terminated. We are not timeists in the sense of looking to some future definite date for the Second
Advent. But if holding that the prophetic periods are a portion of the ‘Scriptures given by inspiration
of God,’ which are profitable for doctrine, and that they were given by the Son of God for an important
object, and that purpose being gained they have terminated, makes a person a timeist, then we are
timeists. The writer preached definite time in 1843–4, because he found it in our blessed Bible: but
with the clearer view of 1878, that Christ gave those periods and answered the earnest question of
the prophet, ‘How long?’ with a most solemn oath, he sees the time revealed to Daniel and John by
the Son of God in a clearer and stronger light that he did thirty-four years since. And that the true
church might be looking, waiting, and watching for her divine Lord, he not only gave the prophetic
symbols of Daniel and John, which reach to the end, and the prophetic numbers connected with
them, but he has given signs of his coming in the lights of heaven.

“The sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall fall. We shall not in this article give the evidences
that the prophetic words of our Lord respecting the darkening of the sun were fulfilled in the dark
day of May 19, 1780, and that the darkening of the moon occurred on the following night, nor that
his words respecting the falling stars were fulfilled on the night of November 13, 1833. The facts
important to this part of the subject are that Christ has given signs of his coming, and enforces his
words by this simple and most impressive illustration: ‘Now learn the parable of the fig-tree. When
his branch is yet tender and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh. So like wise ye, when
ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.’ Matthew 24:32–33. When the
warmth of spring presses the buds from the leafless branches, and the fields begin to put down their
green velvet carpets, and all nature wakes from her winter slumbers, we know that summer is right
up on. Should the frost of early spring, or a slight fall of snow, mingle the pure white with the delicate
green; still all sane persons would know that summer was near. He, who would take these as tokens
of returning winter, would be regarded as a fit subject for the insane retreat. In this figure there is no
room for doubt. And as no figure employed in the Sacred Scriptures is stronger that the fact illustrated,
the Son of God evidently designed to remove all doubt form the minds of his people, and inspire
them with perfect confidence, that they might express themselves in positive terms respecting his
soon coming. Immediately following this impressive figure, as if to make the impress till deeper, are
these words, ‘Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.’

“We trace down the line of prophecy represented by the metallic image of the second chapter of
Daniel, from the golden head, Babylon, the silver breast and arms. Media and Persia, past the sides
of brass, Grecia, to the feet and toes, Rome in its divided state, and there we find ourselves waiting
the utter destruction of all earthly governments, represented by the stone dashing the image in pieces.
What next? Answer: the establishment of the everlasting kingdom of God, which includes the coming
of the son of man to destroy his enemies, raises the righteous dead, restore the earth to its Eden glory,
and reign with his people upon it ‘forever, even forever and ever.’

“The same field of prophecy is occupied in the seventh chapter of Daniel with the use of another
class of symbols, the lion, the bear, the leopard, the beast with ten horns, and the same beast with
three horns plucked up by the little horn. The kingdom of Babylon is symbolized by the lion of this
chapter, the same as by the golden head of chapter second. Persia by the bear, Grecia by the leopard,
and pagan and papal Rome by the two forms or conditions of the great and terrible beast. The
specifications of this prophetic chain are more minute that those of chapter second. The time of the
persecuting rule of Papal Rome is given in a manner so very plain, its twelve hundred and sixty years
bounded at each end, commencing AD 538, and terminating AD 1798 that it can hardly be
misunderstood. What next? Answer: The second appearing of Christ, the destruction of the beast, his
body given to the burning flames. We have passed all the light houses on the coast of time, and are
entering the eternal haven by the light of the judgment fires of the burning day and the blazing glory
of the coming of the Son of man.
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“And if words of condemnation fell from
the lips of Christ on Jews for rejecting him,
because in their blindness they could not see
the few and comparatively faint signs of his
first advent, those who close their eyes to the
tokens of his second advent will be worthy
of greater condemnation than the Jews in
proportion as the signs of the second advent
are more numerous and clearer fulfillments
of prophecy than were those of his first
advent. While the lines of prophecy in the
book Daniel have to do with the four
kingdoms, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and
Rome, that of John pertains to the fourth only,
Rome.

“The Revelation contains four distinct
lines of prophecy measuring the period of the
fourth universal empire, covering the history
of the church until her Lord shall come. We
briefly notice these prophetic chains in the
following order:

Revelation 22:11–12; then all the seals
will be open. Thus John is borne down the
stream of time. And standing where we stand
to day, he received this order from the angel,
‘Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book (or regard it no longer a sealed book),
for the time is at hand.’ Verse 10.

“1. The seven seals. Prophecy is history
advance. The Revelation was a sealed book
from the fact that it related to the future. Said
the angel to John, ‘Come up hither and I will
show thee things which must be here after.’
Revelation 4:1. But as the car of time goes
down the track of providence, and the
specific conditions of the prophecy are
fulfilled, and those marked by the prophetic
pencil become a matter of history, the seals
are opened in their order. Under the seven
seals is the history of the church of Jesus
Christ in seven periods, reaching down to the
end.

“Again, the last three of these four
universal empires are symbolized in the
eighth chapter of Daniel by the ram with two
horns. Media and Persia: the goat, Grecia;
and the little horn, Rome. This horn was to
become exceeding great, stand up against the
Prince of princes at his first advent, and be
broken without hands at his second advent.
We wait the destruction of the man of sin by
the brightness of the coming of the King of
kings. And there is a line of historic prophecy
in chapter eleven, where the symbols are
thrown off, beginning with the kings of
Persia, and reaching down past Grecia and
Rome, to the time when that power “shall
come to his end, and none shall help him.”

“If the feet and ten toes of the metallic
image are Roman, if the beast with ten horns
that was given to the but flames of the great
day be the Roman because the little horn
which stood up against the Prince of princes
be Roman and if the same field distance are
covered by these four chains, then the last
power of the eleventh chapter, which is to
‘come to his end and none help him,’ is
Rome.

“But if this be Turkey as some teach, then
the toes of the image of second chapter are
Turkish, the beast with horns of the seventh
chapter represent Turkey and it was Turkey
that stood up against Prince of princes of the
eight chapter of Daniel. True, Turkey is bad
enough off, but its way to power and its end
is the subject of the prophet John and not of
Daniel. The fulfillment of these lines of
prophecy constitutes signs of the approaching
end. Christ said to those who were rejecting
him ‘Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face
of sky; but can ye not discern the signs of
times?’ Matthew16:3.

“The prophets of God had foretold the
advent of the Just One at his first appearing
even the time of that event is given in seventy
weeks of the ninth chapter of Daniel. And
the fulfillment of these prophecies constituted
signs of Christ’s advent.
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“The opening of the six seal reveals the special signs of the Second Advent, and opens before us
the naked glare the scenes of the last Judgment. ‘And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal,
and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely
gifs, when she is shaken of a might wind. And the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled
together, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth,
and the great men and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman,
and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains and rocks, fall on
us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for
the great day of his wrath is come and who shall be able to stand?’

“The signs of the Second Advent have been fulfilled, and we now stand under the sixth seal,
waiting the coming of the Son of man accompanied by all the holy angels. In their absence from the
heavenly courts to escort their Leader and Commander down to earth to raise the righteous dead and
change the living just to immortality, every harp and every angel voice will be hushed, and there will
be ‘silence in Heaven about the space of a half hour.’ Revelation 8:1. When the ministry of Christ
shall be finished, and his blood shall no more be offered to cleanse the sinner of his sins, and the
fearful fist of Almighty God will be given, ‘He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous let him be righteous still; and he that is holy let
him be holy still; and behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me,’

“2. The seven churches. These also represent seven periods of the church of Christ, reaching
down to the time when the over comers shall be seated on their Lord’s throne in the immortal kingdom,
as their Living Head overcame, and is no seated with the Father on his throne. See Revelation,
chapter 2 and 3. To the sixth church, Philadelphia, meaning brotherly love. Christ says, ‘Behold I
come quickly. Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.’ This church was composed
of those who left their creeds and party strife under the proclamation of the second coming of Christ
at hand in 1844, left the several organizations of which they were members and united in one happy,
loving, brotherhood, looking for Christ’s second appearing. And of these, our adorable Redeemer
say, ‘I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.’ He has the key of David, and is
soon to manifest his power and reign on the throne of David. But he says to the last church, Laodicea,
‘Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’ Chapter 3:20. These words of significant import
represent no common blessing. But before the blessing can be received and enjoyed there is a great
work to be done by those addressed. They are represented as lukewarm. They are under the terrible
deception of thinking that they are rich and increased with goods, and have need of nothing, while
ignorant of the fact that they are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked. They are exhorted to
be zealous and repent. But they are not left here. Jesus offers to be their counselor, and exhorts them
to buy of him gold and white raiment. He stands at the door and knocks, and promises that if any
man will open the door he will come in and sup with him, and he with Christ. ‘Behold, I stand at the
door and knock. If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him and he with me.’

“Here is a work for those addressed to do. Christ will not force his way into the hearts of his
people, but when they have prepared the way he will come in and shed his love abroad in their
hearts.” James White, Review and Herald, October 3, 1878.
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This sermon by James White was delivered immediately after Uriah Smith had given his presentation
identifying Turkey as “the king of the north.” Based on this public disagreement between two leaders Sister
White penned the previous testimony about “variance and contention”. Had her rebuke been concerning an
erroneous position held by James White he would have stopped presenting his reasons why the “king of the
north” was the papacy, yet two years later he was still upholding his position:

“The field of Daniel’s prophecy embrace five universal kingdoms. These are Babylon, Media
Persai, Grecia, Rome, and the eternal kingdom of God. The ground of the four perishable kingdoms,
reaching to, and introducing the immortal kingdom, is covered by four distinct lines of prophecy.
These are given in chapters two, seven, eight and eleven. The eleventh chapter of Daniel closes
with the close of the fourth monarchy, with these words,

“Daniel 11:45–12:3, quoted.” James White, Signs of the Times, July 22, 1880.
The fact that Smith and White disagreed on the identification of the “king of the north” does not allow us

to simply choose sides based on our personal preferences. Yet many have allowed Ellen White’s endorsements
of Smith’s book, Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation to become an excuse to avoid personally studying
the subject. They choose not to study the passage in the Bible, and not to ascertain the correct understanding
of the endorsements for Smith’s book. If the argument was to be settled simply by the endorsements of
Smith’s book, in opposition to James White position, then what do we do with the endorsements for James
White’s role and position in the Advent movement?

“In a vision given me at Bordoville, Vermont, December 10, 1871, I was shown that the position
of my husband has been a very difficult one. A pressure of care and labor has been upon him. His
brethren in the ministry have not had these burdens to bear, and they have not appreciated his
labors. The constant pressure upon him has taxed him mentally and physically. I was shown that
his relation to the people of God was similar, in some respects, to that of Moses to Israel.
There were murmurers against Moses, when in adverse circumstances, and there have been murmurers
against him.

“There has been no one in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers who would do as my husband has done.
He has devoted his interest almost entirely to the building up of the cause of God, regardless of his
own personal interests and at the sacrifice of social enjoyment with his family. In his devotion to the
cause he has frequently endangered his health and life. He has been so much pressed with the
burden of this work that he has not had suitable time for study, meditation, and prayer. God has not
required him to be in this position, even for the interest and progress of the publishing work at
Battle Creek. There are other branches of the work, other interests of the cause, that have been
neglected through his devotion to this one. God has given us both a testimony which will reach
hearts. He has opened before me many channels of light, not only for my benefit, but for the benefit
of His people at large. He has also given my husband great light upon Bible subjects, not for
himself alone, but for others. I saw that these things should be written and talked out, and that
new light would continue to shine upon the word.” Testimonies, volume 3, 85.

James White’s “relation to the people of God was similar, in some respects, to that of Moses” and he
was given “great light upon Bible subjects, not for himself alone, but for others.” Those who simply point to
the endorsements of Smith’s book usually fail to give the entire testimony on the subject, excluding the
testimony about Smith’s book that allows for revisions. If the Spirit of Prophecy allows for revisions in
Smith’s book, how can we identify it as flawless? Arthur White comments on this subject:



Future News       July 2002 9

“She pointed out that ‘the enemy of our work is pleased when a subject of minor importance is
used to divert the minds of our brethren from the great questions that should be the burden of our
message,’ and she insisted that as this was not a test question, [and] it should not be treated as such.
Then in this connection, obviously speaking of Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, which she
held in high esteem, she wrote:

“‘In some of our important books that have been in print for years, and which have brought
many to a knowledge of the truth, there may be found matters of minor importance that call for
careful study and correction. Let such matters be considered by those regularly appointed to have
the oversight of our publications. Let not these brethren, nor our canvassers, nor our ministers magnify
these matters in such a way as to lessen the influence of these good soul-saving books.’ Selected
Messages, book 1, 165.” Authur White, The Elmshaven Years, volume 6, 258.

The subject Sister White was addressing in this passage was the desire by Elders Daniells and Prescott
to insert their new ideas concerning the “Daily” in the book of Daniel into Smith’s book. While allowing for
corrections to Smith’s book, (thus acknowledging the presence of minor errors} she was not endorsing
Daniells’ and Prescott’s position of what the “Daily” represented, for she was clear about their position
when she stated:

“Now I am to tell them [that] when I was shown this matter, when Elder Daniells was lifting up
his voice like a trumpet in advocating his ideas of the ‘Daily,’ the after results were presented. Our
people were becoming confused. I saw the result, and then there were given me cautions that if
Elder Daniells without respect to the outcome should thus be impressed and let himself believe he
was under the inspiration of God, skepticism would be sown among our ranks everywhere, and we
should be where Satan would carry his messages. Set unbelief and skepticism would be sown in
human minds, and strange crops of evil would take the place of truth.” Manuscript Releases, volume
20, 22.

The subject of the “Daily” in the book of Daniel is a truth, which Uriah Smith’s book upholds correctly.
In spite of this, the true understanding of the “Daily” demonstrates Smith’s view of the final verses of Daniel
eleven is incorrect. Though he is correct on the “Daily”, it is the history connected to the “Daily” that destroys
Smith’s premises about verse thirty-six and onward in Daniel eleven. It does so in a very simple way. Consider
the following:

“We have no time to lose. Troublous times are before us. The world is stirred with the spirit of
war. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the prophecies will take place. The prophecy in the
eleventh of Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfillment. Much of the history that has taken
place in fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated. In the thirtieth verse a power is spoken of
that ‘shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: ‘so shall he do;
he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant. And arms shall
stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily
sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate. And such as do wickedly
against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be
strong, and do exploits. And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they
shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall
fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. And some
of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the
time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed. And the king shall do according to his will;
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things
against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is
determined shall be done.’ Daniel 11:30–36.
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“Scenes similar to those described in these words will take place. We see evidence that
Satan is fast obtaining the control of human minds who have not the fear of God before them. Let
all read and understand the prophecies of this book, for we are now entering upon the time of
trouble spoken of: Daniel 12:1–4, quoted.” Manuscript Release, volume 13, 394, [Letter 103,
1904].

In this passage Sister White is clear that the final fulfillment of Daniel eleven will parallel the history of
verses 30–36 of Daniel eleven. This is the history of the “Daily”! If we are to understand the last verses of
Daniel eleven, we must understand them in a way that parallels the history of the “Daily” time-period.

Pay close attention to the fact that the previous testimony was written in 1904. Smith’s interpretation of
the last verses of Daniel eleven teaches that all the verses are fulfilled well before 1904, with the exception of
verses forty-five. The only verse left to be fulfilled in 1904, according to Smith, is verse forty-five.

And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain;
yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. Daniel 11:45.

The history that Smith points to in verse forty-five of Daniel eleven is impossible to align with the history
of how paganism gave way to the papacy as represented in the history associated with the “Daily”. Read
Smith’s own historical presentation on the transition from pagan to papal Rome as set forth in the book of
Daniel in connection with the “Daily” and then compare his historical presentation of verse forty-five in
Daniel eleven. The two histories show no parallel. Yet Sister White says, “scenes similar to those described
in these words will take place”.

Friends. If you identify the “king of the north” in verse thirty-six and onward, as did the pioneers and
James White, you see the papacy at the end of the world in the same position as it was during the history of
verses thirty through thirty-six, when the “Daily” (pagan Rome) ruled the world. In the beginning of that time
period, the papacy was waiting to ascend the throne of the earth, but, there were obstacles that first needed
to be overcome. There were three horns that needed to be removed.

I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before
whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were
eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. And of the ten horns that were in his
head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes,
and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. And the ten
horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he
shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. Daniel 7:8, 20, 24.

From the pioneer perspective, in verse forty the “king of the north” overcomes “the king of the south”
and then in verse forty-one, he overcomes “the glorious land”, and then in verse forty-two, he overcomes
“Egypt”. The parallel Sister White identifies is clearly recognized.

Also, in order for the papacy to be “set up” in the history of 508 to 538, there first needed to be a change
in the resistance given the papacy by the pagan powers that had previously resisted the rise of the papal
power. The history of how the pagan powers in the fifth and sixth century, changed their profession of
paganism to Catholicism, in order to come to the aid of the papacy, is today being paralleled by the USA.
The USA first ceases to oppose Catholicism, as it forgets what Protestantism is all about, and it then begins
its work of forcing the whole world to worship the first beast of Revelation thirteen. The work of the USA
clearly parallels the work of Clovis and other pagan leaders, who first renounced their pagan professions,
and then placed the papacy into power in 538. And this of course, is the very role Revelation thirteen
identifies that the USA will fulfill!
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The history of the “Daily” in the verses identified
by Sister White also pointed to the persecution that
followed the papacies ascent to the throne of the
world, paralleling the persecution that takes place
in the Sunday law time period.

More simply, verses thirty to thirty-six identify
the first time the papacy comes to rule the world,
whereas: the final verses of Daniel eleven that Sister
White said would parallel that history, identify the
last time the papacy comes to rule the world.

The history of the “Daily”, as the pioneers
understood it, is the pattern for the final fulfillment
of the last six verses of Daniel eleven. Uriah Smith’s
interpretation of those verses doesn’t come close
to aligning with the pattern.

The pattern is also destroyed when we use the
definition of the “Daily” that was introduced into
Adventism in 1901 by Prescott and Daniels, but
which is today the majority view within Adventism.
In either position; the current majority teaching on
the “Daily” within Adventism or, Smith’s view of
the last verse of Daniel eleven—either the prophetic
type (the history of the “Daily”) which Sister White
identified, or the antitype (the final verses of Daniel
eleven) is destroyed.

Yet the pioneer position on the “Daily”
representing paganism and their identification of the
“king” in verse thirty-six as the papacy agrees
perfectly with the inspired statement that, “scenes
similar to those described in these words will take
place”.

Consider the pioneer J. N. Andrews thoughts
on the subject of the “Daily”.

Two Desolations in Daniel Eight
“There are two desolations in Daniel

eight. This fact is made so plain by Josiah
Litch that we present his words:

“‘The daily sacrifice’ is the present
reading of the English text. But no such thing
as sacrifice is found in the original. This is
acknowledged on all hands. It is a gloss or
construction put on it by the translators. The
true reading is, the daily and the transgression
of desolation, daily and transgression being
connected together by and ;  the daily
desolation and the transgression of desolation.

“They are two desolating powers, which
were to desolate the sanctuary and the host.’
Prophetic Expositions, volume 1, 127.

“It is plain that the sanctuary and the host
were to be trodden under foot by the daily
and the transgression of desolation. The
careful reading of verse 13 settles this point.
And this fact establishes another, viz.: that
these two desolations are the two grand forms
under which Satan has attempted to overthrow
the worship and the cause of Jehovah. Mr.
Miller’s remarks on the meaning of these two
terms, and the course pursued by himself in
ascertaining that meaning, is presented under
the following head:

PAGANISM AND THE PAPACY
“‘I read on, and could find no other case

in which it [the daily] was found, but in Daniel.
I then [by the aid of a concordance] took those
words which stood in connection with it, take
way; he shall take away, the daily; from the
time the daily shall be taken away, &c. I read
on, and thought I should find no light on the
text; finally, I came to 2 Thessalonians 2:7–8.
‘For the mystery of iniquity doth already work;
only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the way, and then shall that
wicked be revealed,’ &c. And when I had
come to that text, oh! how clear and glorious
the truth appeared! There it is! That is the
daily! Well now, what does Paul mean by he
who now letteth, or hindereth? By the man of
sin, and the wicked, popery is meant. Well,
what is it which hinders popery from being
revealed? Why, it is paganism; well, then, the
daily must mean paganism.’ Second Advent
Manual, 66.

“It needs no argument to prove that the
two grand forms of opposition, by which Satan
has desolated the church and trod under foot
the sanctuary of the living God, are none other
than paganism and popery. It is also a clear
point that the change from one of these
desolations to the other did occur under the
Roman power.
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“Paganism, from the days of the kings of Assyria, down to the period when it became so far
modified that it took the name of popery, had been the daily (or, as Professor Whiting renders it, ‘the
continual’) desolation, by which Satan had stood up against the cause of Jehovah. And, indeed, in
its priests, its altars and its sacrifices, it bore resemblance to the Levitical form of Jehovah’s worship.
When the Christian form of worship took the place of the Levitical, a change in Satan’s form of
opposition, and counterfeit worship, became necessary, if he would successfully oppose the worship
of the great God. And it is in the light of these facts that we are able to understand our Lord’s
reference to the abomination of desolation in Matthew 24:15. It is evident that he there cites Daniel
9:26–27. Now, although we do not understand that paganism in the year 70 had given place to
popery, we do understand that that same power which then appeared, modified somewhat in name
and form, was the very power that should, as the abomination of desolation, wear out the saints of
the Most High.

“The language of Paul is to the point: ‘For the mystery of iniquity [popery] doth already work;
only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:7–8. That Paul refers to paganism and popery, none
question. And here is direct proof that popery, the abomination of desolation, had in Paul’s day
already begun to work. Nor was it a very great change of character when Satan transformed his
counterfeit worship from paganism to popery. The same temples, altars, incense, priests and worshipers
were ready, with little change, to serve as the appendages of the papal abomination. The statute of
Jupiter readily changed to that of Peter, the prince of the apostles; and the Pantheon, which had been
the temple of all the gods, without difficulty became the sanctuary of all the saints. Thus the same
abomination that desolated Jerusalem, in a degree changed and modified, became the wonderful
desolater of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. And in its so-called temple of God, it set at naught and
trod under foot the true temple of Jehovah, and he who is its minister, Jesus Christ. The change from
paganism to popery is clearly shown in John’s view of the transfer of power from the dragon of
Revelation 12, to the beast of Revelation 13. And that they are essentially the same thing, is evident
from the fact that both the dragon and the beast are represented with the seven heads; thus showing
that, in a certain sense, either may be understood to cover the whole time. And in the same sense we
understand that either abomination covers all the period. Christ’s reference to the abomination of
desolation (Matthew 24:15; Luke 21:20) is an absolute demonstration that Rome is the little horn of
Daniel 8:9–12. Having shown that there are two desolations, by which the sanctuary and the host
are trodden down, we now notice the fact that there are two opposing Sanctuaries in Daniel eight.

“To the careful reader this fact will at once appear. They are as follows: First, the sanctuary of
the daily desolation. Verse 11; 11:31. Second, the sanctuary which the daily and the transgression of
desolation were to tread under foot. Verses 13–14. The one is the sanctuary of Satan; the other is the
sanctuary of the Lord of hosts. The one is the dwelling place of ‘all the gods;’ the other is the
habitation of the only living and true God. If it be said that a sanctuary is never connected with
heathen and idolatrous worship, we cite the direct testimony of the Bible. Heathen Moab had a
sanctuary. And that sanctuary was a place of prayer and worship for that heathen nation. Isaiah
16:12. The chapel erected by the king of Israel at Bethel, as a rival to the temple of God at Jerusalem
(1 Kings 12:27, 31–33) was called his sanctuary. Amos 7:13, margin. And the places in which
idolatrous Israel (the ten tribes) worshiped, are called sanctuaries. Amos 7:9. The same is true of
idolatrous Tyre. Ezekiel 28:18. Attention is called to the following from Apollos Hale:
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“‘What can be meant by the sanctuary
of paganism? Paganism, and error of every
kind, have their sanctuaries as well as truth.
These are the temples or asylums consecrated
to their service. Some particular and
renowned temple of paganism may, then, be
supposed to be here spoken of. Which of its
numerous distinguished temples may it be?
One of the most magnificent specimens of
classic architecture is called the Pantheon.
The name signifies the temple or asylum of
all the gods. The place of its location is
Rome. The idols of the nations conquered
by the Romans were sacredly deposited in
some niche or apartment of this temple, and
in many cases became objects of worship by
the Romans themselves. Could we find a
temple of paganism that was more strikingly
‘his sanctuary’? Was Rome, the city or place
of the Pantheon, cast down by the authority
of the State? Read the following well-known
and remarkable facts in history: ‘The death
of the last rival of Constantine had sealed the
peace of the empire. Rome was once more
the undisputed queen of nations. But, in the
hour of elevation and splendor, she had been
raised to the edge of a precipice. Her next
step was to be downward and irrecoverable.
The change of the government to
Constantinople still perplexes the historian.
Constantine abandoned Rome, the great
citadel and throne of the Caesars, for an
obscure corner of Thrace, and expended the
remainder of his vigorous and ambitious life
in the double toil of raising a colony into the
capital of his empire, and degrading the
capital into the feeble honors and humiliated
strength of a colony’”. Second Advent
Manual, 68.

“And not only did Satan possess himself
of a rival to the sanctuary of Jehovah in the
period of pagan worship, but, throughout the
Christian dispensation, has that arch fiend
possessed a rival temple of God. 2
Thessalonians 2:4.

“Thus much for the rival sanctuary of
Satan. The sanctuary of God remains to be
noticed at length. Connected with these two
sanctuaries there are two hosts in Daniel 8:9–
13.

THERE ARE TWO HOSTS
“The one is the host that was given to the

little horn against the daily, when it had filled
its measure of transgression; and by the aid
of this host, the little horn was able to cast
down the truth. Verse 12. This host is
mentioned in Dan. 11:31. By this host, the
sanctuary of the daily desolation, and its
services, were transferred to the transgression,
or abomination of desolation. This host is the
forces of Satan, and it is intimately associated
with his sanctuary. The other host is ‘the host
of heaven.’ Verse 10. Michael is the Prince
of this host. Daniel 10:21. Against the Prince
of this host, the little horn stands up. Verses
11, 25. (Professor Whiting remarks that in
the original, ‘Prince of the host’ occurs in
Joshua 5:14) None dispute that the host, of
whom Michael (Christ) is Prince, is the
church of the living God. Daniel 12:1. This
host, the true church, is fitly represented by
a green olive tree. Jeremiah 11:15–17. And
when some of the branches (members of the
Jewish church) were broken off through
unbelief, others were grafted in from the
Gentiles, and thus the host continues to exist.
Romans 11:17–20. This host, or church, is
the worshipers of God, and is intimately
connected with his sanctuary. That sanctuary
we are now prepared to consider.

WHAT IS THE SANCTUARY OF GOD?
“Before answering this question, we

present the definition of the word sanctuary:
‘A holy place’, Walker. ‘A sacred place’,
Webster. ‘A holy or sanctified place a
dwelling-place of the Most High’, Cruden.
A dwelling-place for God. Exodus 25:8.
Thus much for the meaning of the word. We
now inquire respecting its application.
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“Is the earth the sanctuary? To this question we answer emphatically: It is not. And if we are
requested to prove a negative, we offer the following reasons: 1. The word sanctuary is used 145
times in the Bible, and it is not in a single instance applied to the earth. Hence there is no authority
for this view, except that of man. 2. Every one knows that the earth is neither a dwelling-place of
God, nor yet a holy, or sacred place. Those, therefore, who affirm that is is the sanctuary of God,
should know better than to make such a statement. 3. In almost every instance in which the word
sanctuary occurs in the Bible (and the exceptions nearly all refer to Satan’s rival sanctuary) it refers
directly to another definite object which God calls his sanctuary. Hence, those who teach that the
earth is the sanctuary of the Lord of hosts, contradict his positive testimony a hundred times repeated.
For the benefit of those who think that the earth will become the sanctuary after it has been cleansed
by fire, we add that God does not even then call it his sanctuary, but simply ‘the place’ of its location.
Isaiah 60:13; Ezekiel 37:26–28; Revelation 21:1–3. The earth, then, is not the sanctuary, but merely
the place where it will be located hereafter.

“Is the church the sanctuary? We answer: It is not. The following reasons in support of this
answer are to the point: 1. The Bible never calls the church the sanctuary. 2. In a great number of
texts, God has called another object his sanctuary, and has uniformly associated the church with that
object, as the worshipers; and that sanctuary itself, as the place of that worship, or toward which
their prayer was directed. Psalm 20:2; 28:2, margin; 29:2, margin; 63:2; 68:24; 73:17; 134:2; 150:1;
5:7. 3. The following inference is all that we have ever seen urged in favor of this view. God has
many times called the tabernacle or temple, which are the patterns of the true, his sanctuary. And
because that the church is spiritually called the temple of God, some have supposed that they were at
liberty to call the church the sanctuary. 4. But there is one text that some may urge. It is this: ‘When
Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; Judah was his
sanctuary, and Israel his dominion.’ Psalm 114:1–2. But, at most, this would only prove that one of
the twelve tribes was the sanctuary, and that the whole church was not. But if the fact be remembered,
that God chose Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 6:6), which was in Judah (Joshua 15:63; Judges 1:8; Zechariah
1:12; Ezra 1:3), as the place of his sanctuary (1 Chronicles 28:9–10; 2 Chronicles 3:1), we think the
following from another psalm will fully explain the connection between Judah and the sanctuary of
God, and show that Judah was the tribe with which God designed to locate his habitation: ‘But
chose the tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion which he loved. And he built his sanctuary like high
palaces [see 1 Chronicles 29:1], like the earth which he hath established forever.’ Psalm 78:68–69.
5. But if a single text could be adduced to prove that the church is called a sanctuary, the following
plain fact would prove beyond controversy that it is not the sanctuary of Daniel 8:13–14. The church
is represented in Daniel 8:13, by the word ‘host.’ This none will deny. ‘To give both the sanctuary
and the host to be trodden under foot.’ Then the church and the sanctuary are two things. The church
is the host or worshipers; the sanctuary is the place of that worship, or the place toward which it is
directed.
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“. . . the earth is not the sanctuary, but simply the territory
where it will finally be located; that the church is not the
sanctuary, but simply the worshipers connected with the
sanctuary; and that the land of Canaan is not the sanctuary, but
that it is the place where the typical sanctuary was located.” J. N.
Andrews.
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“Is the land of Canaan the sanctuary? Of the 145 times in which the word sanctuary occurs in the
Bible, only two or three texts have been urged, with any degree of confidence, as referring to the
land of Canaan. Yet, strangely enough, men have claimed that the supposed meaning of these two or
three texts ought to determine the signification of the word in Daniel 8:13–14, against the plain
testimony of more than a hundred texts! For none can deny that in almost every instance in which
the word does occur, it refers directly to the typical tabernacle, or else to the true, of which that was
but the figure or pattern. But we now inquire whether the two or three texts in question do actually
apply the word sanctuary to the land of Canaan. They read as follows: ‘Thou shalt bring them in,
and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for
thee to dwell in; in the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.’ Exodus 15:17. ‘And
he led them on safely, so that they feared not; but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. And he
brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had
purchased.’ ‘And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath established
forever.’ Psalm 78:53–54, 69.

“The first of these texts, it will be noticed, is taken from the song of Moses, after the passage of
the Red Sea. It is a prediction of what God would do for Israel. The second text was written about
five hundred years after the song of Moses. What Moses utters as a prediction, the psalmist records
as a matter of history. Hence the psalm is an inspired commentary on the song of Moses. If the first
text be read without the other, the idea might be gathered that the mountain was the sanctuary,
though it does not directly state this. Even as one might get the idea that the tribe of Judah was
Mount Zion, were they to read only the expression, ‘but chose the tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion
which he loved’ (Psalm 78:68), and omit those texts which inform us that Mount Zion was the city
of David, a part of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:6–7), and was located in Judah, as one of its cities. Ezra
1:3; Psalm 69:35.

“But if the second text be read in connection with the first, it destroys the possibility of such an
inference. The psalmist states that the mountain of the inheritance was the border of the sanctuary.
And that God, after driving out the heathen before his people, proceeded to build his sanctuary like
high palaces. See 1 Chronicles 29:1. 1. The land of Canaan was the mountain of the inheritance.
Exodus 15:17. 2. That mountain of the border of the sanctuary. Psalm 78:54. 3. In that border God
built his sanctuary. Psalm 78:69. 4. In that sanctuary God dwelt. Psalm 74:7; Exodus 25:8. 5. In that
border the people dwelt. Psalm 78:54–55. These facts demonstrate that the same Spirit moved both
those “holy men of old.” These texts perfectly harmonize, not only with each other, but with the
entire testimony of the Bible, respecting the sanctuary. If the reader still persists in confounding the
sanctuary with its border, the land of Canaan, we request him to listen while a king of Judah points
out the distinction:

“Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel,
and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend forever? And they dwelt therein, and have built thee
a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or
pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence (for thy name is in this house),
and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.’ 2 Chronicles 20:7–9.

“This language is a perfect parallel to that of Psalm 78:54–55, 69. In the clearest manner it points
out the distinction between the land of Canaan and the sanctuary which was built therein; and it does
clearly teach that that sanctuary was the house erected as the habitation of God.
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“But there is another text by which some attempt to prove that Canaan is the sanctuary. ‘The
people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden down thy
sanctuary.’ Isaiah 63:18. No one offers this as direct testimony. As it is only an inference, a few words
are all that is needed. 1. When the people of God’s holiness were driven out of the land of Canaan (as
here predicted by the prophet, who uses the past tense for the future), not only were they dispossessed
of their inheritance, but the sanctuary of God, built in that land, was laid in ruins. This is plainly
stated in 2 Chronicles 36:17–20. 2. The next chapter testifies that the prophet had a view of the
destruction of God’s sanctuary, as stated in the text quoted from 2 Chronicles. This explains the
whole matter. Isaiah 64:10–11; Psalm 74:3, 7; 79:1.

“A fourth text may occur to some minds as conclusive proof that Canaan is the sanctuary. We
present it, as it is the only remaining one that has ever been urged in support of this view. ‘The glory
of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place
of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.’ Isaiah 60:13. This text needs little
comment. The place of God’s sanctuary, we fully admit, is the land of Canaan, or the new earth, for
Isaiah refers to the glorified state. And as God has promised to set his sanctuary in that place (Ezekiel
37:25–28), the meaning of the text is perfectly plain. But if any still assert that the place of the
sanctuary is the sanctuary itself, let them notice that the same text calls the same ‘place’ the place of
the Lord’s feet; and hence the same principle would make the land of Canaan the feet of the Lord!
The view that Canaan is the sanctuary is too absurd to need further notice. And even were it a
sanctuary, it would not even then be the sanctuary of Daniel; for the prophet had his eye upon the
habitation of God. Daniel 9. Canaan was only the place of God’s sanctuary or habitation.

“We have found that the earth is not the sanctuary, but simply the territory where it will finally be
located; that the church is not the sanctuary, but simply the worshipers connected with the sanctuary;
and that the land of Canaan is not the sanctuary, but that it is the place where the typical sanctuary
was located.” J. N. Andrews, The Sanctuary and the 2300 Days, 33–45.

Friends, the pioneers and James White were correct on identifying the king who “comes to his end and
none shall help” as the papacy, and they were correct on Daniel selecting the word “Daily” to symbolize
paganism. But there is another concept that J. N. Andrews identifies here that is important to note, before we
move away from this subject. Part of Andrew’s burden in this article, was to identify the distinction between
the “church’, the “sanctuary”, the “earth” and the “land of Canaan”. Prophetically, though closely related, the
“land of Canaan”, the “sanctuary” and the “church” are three different entities. The church is not the sanctuary,
and the sanctuary is not the land of Canaan, and the land of Canaan is not the church. When Andrews penned
this article, these prophetic items were a point of misunderstanding and contention, so he took time to be
clear on this subject. His reasoning is sound and it has implications for us today in another way.

There are some Adventists today that are correct on the “Daily” and they are also correct on “the king of
the north”. But, when they come to verse forty-one of Daniel eleven, they identify “the glorious land” as God’s
church. Though closely related, “the glorious land” which is another term for “the land of Canaan” is not “the
church”. They are two different entities and to carelessly mix them together is to perform the same type of
erroneous reasoning that J. N. Andrews was opposing in his article.

At this point we have responded to most of the questions we raised two newsletters ago, except the
question concerning Smith’s position on the “trumpets” in Revelation 8 and 9. That question went like this,
“Also, have you looked into the possibility that the 7 Trumpets of Revelation are yet to be fulfilled? Brother
Uriah Smith does not really show a Biblical fulfillment of these in his book.”
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Smith most certainly shows a Biblical fulfillment in his book. It is set forth in chapters eight and nine of the
Revelation presentation. It is the pioneer understanding of the “trumpets”. Many pioneers spoke and wrote
on these truths and there was unanimity of understanding. The fact that there are those in Adventism today
who have come up with a different interpretation only fulfills the many warnings similar to the following:

“I saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, giving no countenance to those who
would unsettle the established faith of the body. God looked upon them with approbation. I was
shown three steps—the first, second, and third angels’ messages. Said my accompanying angel,
‘Woe to him who shall move a block or stir a pin of these messages. The true understanding of these
messages is of vital importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in which they are
received.’ I was again brought down through these messages, and saw how dearly the people of
God had purchased their experience. It had been obtained through much suffering and severe conflict.
God had led them along step by step, until He had placed them upon a solid, immovable platform.
I saw individuals approach the platform and examine the foundation. Some with rejoicing
immediately stepped upon it. Others commenced to find fault with the foundation. They wished
improvements made, and then the platform would be more perfect, and the people much happier.
Some stepped off the platform to examine it and declared it to be laid wrong. But I saw that nearly
all stood firm upon the platform and exhorted those who had stepped off to cease their complaints;
for God was the Master Builder, and they were fighting against Him. They recounted the wonderful
work of God, which had led them to the firm platform, and in union raised their eyes to heaven and
with a loud voice glorified God. This affected some of those who had complained and left the
platform, and they with humble look again stepped upon it.” Early Writings, 258.

Most Adventist would not argue that Daniel 8:14 is the prophetic foundation for Adventism. This verse
is the summation of the message the Millerites took to the world. Yet in one sense the pioneer understanding
of the “trumpets”, as identified in Smith’s book, was just as important to the movement as was the time
prediction in Daniel 8:14. Sister White is clear that the pioneer understanding of the “trumpets” is the truth
which empowered the Millerites to proclaim the message with power and authority from 1840 onward.
Josiah Litch’s prediction based upon the pioneer understanding of the “trumpets” is what validated beyond
argument the “year/day principle” of Bible prophecy. That validation added authority to Miller’s understanding
of the 2300 days.

“In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two
years before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an
exposition of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire. According to his calculations,
this power was to be overthrown ‘in A.D. 1840, sometime in the month of August;’ and only a few
days previous to its accomplishment he wrote: ‘Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have been
exactly fulfilled before Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks, and that the 391
years, fifteen days, commenced at the close of the first period, it will end on the 11th of August,
1840, when the Ottoman power in Constantinople may be expected to be broken. And this, I believe,
will be found to be the case.’—Josiah Litch, in Signs of the Times, and Expositor of Prophecy,
August 1, 1840.

“At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the
allied powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The event
exactly fulfilled the prediction. When it became known, multitudes were convinced of the correctness
of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful
impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and position united with Miller, both
in preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work rapidly extended.” The
Great Controversy, 334–335.
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To discard Smith’s, and in this case, the pioneer’s position on the “trumpets” in Revelation eight and nine,
is to attack one of the most important “pins” in the “foundation” of Adventism. To attempt this is bring upon
oneself the pronouncement that Sister White’s accompanying angel made, when he stated, “Woe to him who
shall move a block or stir a pin of these messages. The true understanding of these messages is of vital
importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in which they are received.” We should strive to be
among those in her warning who “stood well guarded and firm, giving no countenance to those who would
unsettle the established faith of the body”.

SHOW US YOUR PAPERS!
Americans have never had to “show papers” to move around. Now they must choose between privacy

and security. Terror isn’t the only problem. Identity theft has become the leading source of consumer fraud,
with an estimated 500,000 to 700,000 victims a year. Social Security numbers have been auctioned on e-
Bay, and typing “fake ID” into an internet search engine yields dozens of offshore operations promising
holographic-equipped “novelty souvenir” cards that look scandalously like the real things.

No wonder that surveys taken last fall indicated that more than two-thirds of the American public declared
themselves in favor of a national ID system. This is quite a turnaround from a citizenry that often views its
government with suspicion. When we watch movies about wartime Europe with uniformed sentries barking,
“Show us your papers!” our feeling is, “It can’t happen here.” But [after 9-11] suddenly we are seeing
advocates for a national ID card crawling out of the woodwork.

Civil liberties groups kept hitting the “Big Brother” issue and by March a survey found that only 26% of
Americans supported a national ID card, but the effort to bring about a secure national ID system hasn’t
gone away: it’s just donned camouflage. The technology industry, which sees homeland security as a profit
center, is a huge fan of identity systems. In an age when homeland defense actually matters, it’s reasonable to
consider strong ID systems, but as a recent study by the National Research Council concludes, so far those
promoting various systems have been maddeningly fuzzy on their purposes and methods.

To some, the scariest privacy prospect is a big, centralized, national database (or a series of linked ones)
that has all the goods on almost everybody. The sponsors of the driver’s-license bills say that the standardized
cards will connect only to databases of the individual states, but national security leader Tom Ridge last
week said that he wanted cards tied to immigration databases—which in turn must work in tandem with
criminal databases to be effective. And the USA Patriot Act, passed last fall, relaxes some restrictions
against linking domestic records to information gathered in foreign operations. There is no way for citizens to
correct inaccurate information in some of those databases, and the most dangerous evildoers—those with
the sophistication, funding and determination to crack the system—will find it easier to cause trouble.

Its impossible to analyze what we will be giving up and what we will gain with these systems. The worst-
case scenario is that we all lose with a system that really doesn’t stop terror but steals some of our freedom.
Your papers, please? Newsweek, May 13, 2002.

RELIGIOUS PROFILING : FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIANS AS THE NEW BIN-LADENS
The New York Times and its disciples would have us believe that conservative Christians are major

threats to domestic tranquility. After the 9-11 attacks more people than usual were showing religious concern
in large ways and small, filling church pews and singing “God Bless America” during the 7th-inning stretch of
baseball games. [But] we began hearing that religious people murdered thousands on September 11, so we
should be wary of religion. Pundits and liberal politicians pulled out rhetorical tools of all kinds, and the result
was spin that helped to reverse a cultural trend. Many Washington and New York leaders speak of Bible-
believing Christans the way earlier establishments spoke about Jews. But the new press attacks are
extraordinary in their breadth, and in the sense that conservative Christians are not merely attempting to act
unjustly in specific situations but are in league with the Taliban in attempting to overthrow our entire society.
The real enemies of humanity and decency are those in academia and media who ridicule faith in God.
WORLD, May/June 2002.
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DEVIL TAKE THE YOUNGEST
According to statistics quoted by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 40 out of every 100 children born

today will not have their births registered at all; 26 will not be immunized against any disease; and, 19 will
have no access to clean drinking water. One in three will suffer from malnutrition in the first five years of life;
17 will never go to school—of these, 9 will be girls; and, of every 100 who begin first grade, only 25 will
reach the 5th grade. Adventist News Network, April 8, 2002.

DEVIL TAKE THE YOUNGEST, PART II
Of the more than six billion people in the world, two billion are children. An estimated 150 million are

malnourished; almost 11 million die before their fifth birthday; more than 120 million are not enrolled in
school; 10 million die each year from preventable causes; and about 300,000 children are fighting in wars.
SDA News, May 13, 2002.

NAFTA: THE HOLLOWING OUT OF AMERICA
Among the products where America boasts a trade surplus—are soybeans, corn, rice, wheat, animal

feeds, meat, hides, skins, cotton, tobacco, cigarettes, scrap, pulp, wastepaper, coal, and fertilizers—the
export profile of a 19th Century Third-World economy, and at a trade-deficit of $427 billion in 2001. In
manufactured goods alone, our trade deficit was $309 billion, which translates into 6 million lost manufacturing
jobs, which are being shipped to foreign workers. And what are foreign folks doing with the billions of
dollars we yearly ship abroad for goods made outside the USA? In 2000, 97% of direct investment by
foreigners went for the purchase of existing US assets. As companies leave America, foreigners come in with
their trade-surplus billions to buy up the US companies left behind. We are not only losing industrial jobs, we
are losing ownership of our companies. The Conservative Chronicle, March 6, 2002.

“It will be declared that men are offending God by the violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this
sin has brought calamities which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be strictly enforced;
and that those who present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus destroying reverence for
Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their restoration to divine favor and temporal
prosperity.” The Great Controversy, 590.

“The national apostasy is the signal for national ruin.” Last Day Events, 134.

[Editor’s note: The groundwork for national apostasy has been accomplished, and we can already see
national ruin approaching on the horizon.]

Quote: “Most men now are not so much rushing to extremes as sliding to extremes; and even reaching
the most violent extremes by being almost entirely passive.” G.K. Chesterson, The Conservative Chronicle,
March 6, 2002.

MOSLEMS AND THE “NEW ROME”
The [Moslems] see America as “ruthless, aggressive, conceited, arrogant, easily provoked, biased.” In

short, Arabs and Moslems see us as the new Rome—a ruthless and godless empire—not as a Godly republic
or a shining city on a hill. The Conservative Chronicle, March 13, 2002.

ARAB HOPE, WESTERN FEAR
The cause of terrorism is not despair, but rather hope. And today, from the Muslim suburbs of Paris to

the salons of Cairo to the grubby streets of the West Bank, the Arab Muslims live in hope. Peace cannot be
negotiated with them until their hope has been turned to despair, and their despair to reason. So long as the
Arab masses live in hope of triumphant Islam, the West will live in fear of terror. The Conservative Chronicle,
May 15, 2002.
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MUSLIMS HATE JEWS
At the end of the Eid al-Adha holiday in Mecca’s Grand Mosque, Sheikh Osama Abdullah Khayyat

addressed the assembled worshipers. On orders from the Saudi regime, the sheikh eschewed politics—but
not gratuitous anti-Semitism. Among many Moslem clerics, Jew hatred is second nature. A Saudi Ministry of
Islamic Affairs officer, speaking on a popular TV show, called the Jews “brother of apes and pigs.” The
World Trade Center attack was the product of a “Jewish-Zionist” conspiracy and the US should “get rid of
the Jews.” Anti-Zionism and anti-Americanism go hand-in-hand. The Conservative Chronicle, March 6,
2002.

[Editor’s note: It isn’t hard to see that many Muslims will want to persecute Sabbathkeepers when the
conditions are right.]

“If Satan could by any means spread the impression that Seventh-day Adventists are the
offscouring of all things, he would be glad to do it.” Testimonies, volume 5, 645.

DOWNSIDE OF US RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE
The US is the most religious of the Western democracies. There are more churches, synagogues, temples,

and mosques per capita in the US than in any other nation on Earth: one for about every 865 people.
Pollster George Gallup Jr. says, “People are reaching out in all directions in their attempt to escape from

the seen world to the unseen world. There is a deep desire for spiritual moorings—a hunger for God.”
The US is also the most religiously diverse, now with more Buddhists than Presbyterians, and nearly as

many Muslims as Jews. Meanwhile, more than 3 in 4 Americans believe all religions have at least some
elements of truth—even though few say they know much about religions other than their own. And nearly
70% think spiritual experiences are the most important part of religion. If one’s religion is more about individual
identity than doctrine or creed, it’s a lot easier to be tolerant. Gallup says that the high degree of religious
tolerance reflects, in part, “not only a lack of knowledge of other religions but an ignorance of one’s own
faith.” In some polls, he says, “you have Christians saying, ‘Yes, Jesus is the only way.’ and also, ‘Yes, there
are many paths to God.’ It’s not that Americans don’t believe anything; they believe everything.” U.S. News
& World Report, May 6, 2002.

“They rejected the great principle which was the very foundation of the Reformation—that the
word of God is the all-sufficient rule of faith and practice; and for that unerring guide they substituted
the changeable, uncertain standard of their own feelings and impressions. By this act of setting
aside the great detector of error and falsehood the way was opened for Satan to control minds as
best pleased himself.” The Great Controversy, 186.

SALVATION ONLY BY CATHOLICISM
The Vatican reprimanded a Belgian theologian last year of suggesting in a book on religious pluralism that

salvation might be achieved other than through the Catholic Church. U.S. News & World Report, May 6,
2002.

“The church that holds to the word of God is irreconcilably separated from Rome. Protestants
were once thus apart from this great church of apostasy, but they have approached more nearly to
her, and are still in the path of reconciliation to the Church of Rome. Rome never changes. Her
principles have not altered in the least. She has not lessened the breach between herself and
Protestants; they have done all the advancing. But what does this argue for the Protestantism of this
day? It is the rejection of Bible truth which makes men approach to infidelity. It is a backsliding
church that lessens the distance between itself and the Papacy.” The Signs of the Times, February
19, 1894.
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AND THERE SHALL BE PESTILENCES
A report last summer from the Department of Health and Human Services; titled “Scientific Evidence

on Condom Effectiveness for Sexually Transmitted Disease Prevention,” listed the number of new cases of
STD’s in the year: 63,000 new cases of HIV/AIDS, 70,000 new cases of syphilis, 650,000 new cases of
gonorrhea, 1 million of genital herpes, 3 million of chlamydia, 5 million of trichomoniasis, 5.5 million of
human papillomavirus.

The study then coldly concluded that there is “no clinical proof” of the effectiveness of condoms in
preventing genital herpes, syphilis, chancroid, trichomoniasis or chlamydia, and no clinical proof of their
effectiveness in preventing gonorrhea in women. [However,] condoms do provide 85% protection against
the HIV/AIDS virus, or roughly the same odds as those of surviving Russian Roulette with a six-shooter with
one chamber lethally loaded. Thus, according to our own government, condoms are a fraud. . . and partly
because they believed that fraud, 45 million Americans now suffer from herpes, for which there is no known
cure, and 900,000 suffer from HIV/AIDS.

Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Family said to Fox News, “The federal government has spent $3
billion in the last 30 years to promote the safe-sex ideology, and it’s been a disaster. At the time they started,
there were only two sexually transmitted diseases that were at an epidemic level, and there are now more
than 20. One-third of Americans over 10 years of age has a sexually transmitted disease.” Also, according
to Dr. Dobson, The Journal of the American Medical Association suggests that even this astronomical
number may be low.

Former Congressman Dr. Tom Coburn of Oklahoma makes the charge against the Atlanta-based Centers
for Disease Control, “The failure of public-health efforts to prevent the STD epidemic in American is
related to the CDC’s safe-sex promotion and its attempt to withhold from the American people the truth of
condom ineffectiveness. The CDC has systematically hidden and misrepresented vital medical evidence
regarding the ineffectiveness of condoms to prevent the transmission of STD’s. The CDC’s refusal to
acknowledge clinical research has contributed to the massive STD epidemic.” As the Bible says, so it remains:
“The wages of sin is death.” The Conservative Chronicle, March 13, 2002.

OMEGA 3 IS MENHADEN
The dairy industry adds animal products (sheep skin) to every carton of milk (in the form of vitamin D-

3), and may soon be adding processed raw fish organs to their version of nature’s perfect food. This decision
will make an unhealthy product even unhealthier.

Dairy processors are about to get approval to add fish oil to cheese, yogurt, milk, and ice cream. Thanks
to a new FDA regulation, Americans may soon be eating fish oil in baked goods, cereals, peanut butter,
snack foods, puddings, pastas, candy, processed fruit juice, granulated sugar, jams and jelly. They will call
the fish product OMEGA 3 but in reality, it’s menhaden.

The menhaden is a member of the herring family. These are bony/oily fish, and are unfit for human
consumption. Menhaden have been traditionally harvested for use as fish meal, bait, and fertilizer. More than
380 years ago, the Waumpanoag Indians showed grateful pilgrims how to plant one seed of corn with one
menhaden to produce well-fertilized plants that would yield bountiful harvests. http://www.fda.gov/dockets/
ecomments

Dear Kathy, Thank you so very much for the books. We have a new gal in our group that is studying. The
books were for her. She is thrilled with what she is learning! God is so good! Do you have those canisters of
charcoal for sale? How much? I need some. Thank you for being there. You have been such a blessing!
Sincerely B.S.-WI

Thank you for sending me your monthly Future News! I read it thoroughly. It is a great help to me.
Sincerely B.K.
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USA: THE FEARFUL GODZILLA
The first theory of terrorism is that terrorists will paralyze America with fear, but we are kind of forgetting

what all our international critics have been saying about us for years—that America is a monstrous country,
a sort of Godzilla of capitalism bestriding the globe and wrecking everything. One nice thing about being a
Godzilla is that Godzilla doesn’t get scared. Godzilla doesn’t suddenly turn tail and run down across the
Mexican border to buy Cipro over the counter. Godzilla doesn’t freak out when they come at him. Mean,
monstrous, horrible doesn’t get paralyzed with fear. Osama bin Laden forgot that we’re not the scared
country; we’re the scary country. Cato’s Letter.

And he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of
the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. Revelation 13:12.

THE UN’S ANTI-SABBATH ANTI-SEMITISM
Anti-Semitism has proved to be the most durable and successful ideology of the ideology-besotted 20th

century. It is a stronger force in world affairs than it has been since it went into a remarkably brief eclipse
after the liberation of the Nazi extermination camps in 1945. The UN, supposedly an embodiment of lessons
learned from the war that ended in 1945, is now the instrument for lending spurious legitimacy to the anti-
Semites’ war against the Jewish state founded by survivors of that war. Anti-Semitism has no prescription
for the improvement of society beyond the elimination of part of society. Today many people say that the
Arabs and their European echoes would be mollified if Israel would change its behavior. People who say that
do not understand the centrality of anti-Semitism in the current crisis. Anti-Semitism is not directed against
the behavior of the Jews, but against the existence of the Jews. [Editor’s note: And we might well add all
Sabbathkeepers.]

Who could have imagined that more than a half-century after the Holocaust, Europe’s Jews would again
be harassed and hunted. But this time, instead of Aryan storm troopers animated by Mein Kampf, the
assailants are Arab immigrants waving the Koran. In place of “Sieg heil!,” they’re shouting “Jihad!” The
Conservative Chronicle, May 15, 2002.

[Editor’s note: Will Old World Islam and Catholicism find common ground for unification in their hatred
of Jews in particular, and all Sabbathkeepers in general? And will New World apostate Protestantism and
Catholicism find common ground for unification in Sunday worship, and hatred of Sabbathkeepers also?
What happens in the Old World will also happen in the New.]

“Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course
toward those who honor all the divine precepts.” The Great Controversy, 615.

Recently a letter with Christian Coalition letterhead has been circulated that identifies a “call to arms”
for the Christian Coalition to begin pushing for a National Sunday law. I emailed the Christian Coalition
and asked if this document was genuine?. The following is their response.

Dear Jeff, Thank you for taking the time to write Christian Coalition of America. The “National Day of
Rest” is a hoax perpetrated by a forged document using Pastor Mike Brown’s name. There is no legislative
agenda being forwarded by Christian Coalition to legalize Sunday as the Sabbath. Thank you for interest.
God bless you, Robert Deason Christian Coalition of America rdeason@cc.org

The Beauty of the Lord
BY DAVID LIN

“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple.” Psalm 27:4.
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The beauty of the Lord is the beauty of present truth, developed in three distinct stages. Romans 3:1 says
that “the oracles of God” the Ten Commandments were entrusted to the Jews. The children of Abraham
were chosen of God to keep sacred truth and be heirs of his kingdom.

Then came the second stage, as Jesus was rejected by the Jews, and He said to them, “The kingdom of
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof .”Matthew 21:43. To Paul
was made known by revelation the “mystery” that “the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and partakers of
God’s promise in Christ by the gospel.” Paul was to “preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ.” Ephesians 3:3-8.

Now we are in the third stage, when light on Daniel 8:14 shines on the remnant church: “The subject of
the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a
complete system of truth connected and harmonious. showing that God’s hand had directed the great
advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the position and work of His people.” The
Great Controversy, 423.

We must grasp the truth of these words. God has rewarded His commandment-keeping people with a
special vision of His beauty as seen in the sanctuary truths. It is a gift to the people He loves.

In the Old Testament, Daniel wad “the beloved prophet”. Three times the angel told him he was “greatly
beloved”. Daniel 9:23, 10:11, 19. To him God entrusted important prophecies.

In the New Testament John was the disciple “whom Jesus loved”. John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 21:20. To
John God revealed precious truths to be written in the Revelation.

Now in the last days, the Laodicean church is the only church to whom Jesus said, “As many as I love,
I rebuke and chastenm”. Revelation 3:19. Christ has no word of commendation for her; she hears only
words of rebuke, yet it is His way of saying, “I love you”. And to this remant church in the end time God
reveals a “complete system of truth, connected and harmoneous”, given to no other church.

All other churches are obliged to mark time as they come to 1844. Here Christ has closed the door to
the holy place. Because other churhces deny the truths of Daniel 8:14, the fail to enter by faith into the
Holiest place, where Christ our High Priest applies His blood to blot out our sins. So if you read any books
published by other churches, the truths taught in them belong to the pre-1844 confines. That is what I mean
by saying that they are marking time at the “door” of 1844. They will not enter. They are blind to the grand
vista of new truths to which 1844 opens.

Many scholars challenge Adventists by saying, “You cannot prove the Adventist view of Daniel 8:14
from the Bible”. They quote Hebrews 9:12 to prove that Christ’s work of atonement was finished long ago,
and is not a continuous process. It reads, “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood
He entered once into the holy place, Having obtained eternal redemption for us”.

In answer to this, we turn to Romans 8:30: “Whom He justified, them He also glorified”. This is a case of
prophecy written as a complete act. But we know that the saints are not yet glorified, how can the Bible say
that they have been glorified?

It is because the holy Spirit writes in God’s perspective: the perspective of eternity. We earthly humans
are creatures of time, bound up with past, present and future tenses. God inspired Paul to write Hebrews
9:12, just as He led Isaiah to say “Unto us a child is given” (Isaiah 9:6), 700 years before the actual birth of
Christ.

Why don’t scholars quibble over this today? Because it does not prove Seventh-day Adventists wrong,
but proves them right. It is a text like Hebrews 9:12, written in the present tense, pointing to a future event.
God sees His plan of salvation as finished. We call it, the Divine perspective. It led Jesus to say, “God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living.” Matthew 22:32. He said it to indicate that although Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob are in their graves, yet God sees them as a living in eternity, after the resurrection of the just.
Likewise, the Divine perspective led John to write of “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world,”
Revelation 13:8. The instant Adam repented, the blood of Jesus was shed and applied for him, though Jesus
had to wait 4000 years to be crucified.
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RELIGIOUS LOSS OF FOCUS: MISSION-CREEP
The Chiristian Coalition website has nothing more important right now than getting Irving Berlin’s

“God Bless America” designated as the National Hymn. The Traditional Values Coalition alerted members
of the media that Kingdom Buy, and online shoppping service for Christians, had been attacked by “porn-
addicts.” The Family Research Council aggressively buffed up its mailing list and expanded its issues in
1998 as Gary Bauer positioned himself for a presidential run. Since 1998, however, that organization has
seen its budgets plunge by roughly one-third, and two rounds of layoffs in the past year have contribted to a
turnover of about 30%.

Management experts would recognize the problem as mission creep—the tendency of successful
organizations to try to extend their influence beyond the limits of their core expertise. Many longtime veterans
of the culture wars see the creep as well underway. “The fundamental problem has been a diffusion of focus,”
says Bob Morrison, who spent nearly a dozen years as a top manager at the Family Research Council.
WORLD, March 16, 2002.

THE GOSPEL
Our Lord was born of sinful flesh
To share our human plight
And show us how we too may live
By faith, and not by sight.
And then He taught us how to die
To self, from sin set free;
The rise again to walk with Him
And share His victory. VGA

Quote: A nurtured vision of heavenly reality is the substance of courage. Andree Seu. WORLD, March
16, 2002.

 “There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there is no more
truth to be revealed, and that all our expositions of Scripture are without an error.
The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many years by our
people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into
truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close
investigation.

“We are living in perilous times, and it does not become us to accept everything
claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can we afford to
reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable,
meek and lowly of heart. There are those who oppose everything that is not in
accordance with their own ideas, and by so doing they endanger their eternal
interest as verily as did the Jewish nation in their rejection of Christ.

 “The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to the test, that we may see
the necessity of closely examining the living oracles to see whether or not we are
in the faith. Many who claim to believe the truth have settled down at their ease,
saying, ‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.’” Review
and Herald, December 20, 1892.
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